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This lovely volume is an entry in SABR's series Memorable Teams in Baseball History. Here are 380 double-column pages devoted to the 1947 Brooklyn Dodgers of Jackie Robinson's rookie year, a multifaceted, multiauthor effort edited by Lyle Spatz.
Of course, other books deal with Robinson and the 1947 Dodgers: Red Barber 's 1947 , When All Hell Broke Loose in Baseball (1982 provides a passionate and personal perspective from the Dodgers' longtime play-by-play announcer; Jonathan Eig's Opening Day: The Story of Jackie Robinson's First Season (2007) affords an updated introduction to one of baseball's most exciting seasons and a pivotal chapter in the evolution of civil rights in postwar America; and Jules Tygiel's classic, Baseball's Great Experiment: Jackie Robinson and His Legacy (1983) , provides an even deeper and broader treatment of this topic.
However, The Team That Forever Changed Baseball and America: The 1947 Brooklyn Dodgers is unique: three intertwined threads combine "timeline" capsule summaries of the Dodgers' 1947 games; multipage, fully sourced biographies of the players, coaches, managers, and owners; and freestanding essays devoted to various aspects of the season. This nonlinear, interspersed structure allows the book to be opened anywhere and browsed for pleasure and instruction, and a detailed table of contents is available for those who desire a more deliberate or selective approach.
To briefly unpack the tripartite structure of The Team, consider first the 1947 season. The Dodgers had finished the 1946 pennant race in a dead heat with St. Louis, but lost the ensuing playoff. The addition of Robinson in 1947 might lead to victory, but only if the racial tensions within the clubhouse and those emanating from opposition dugouts could be contained. Adding to the combustible situation, Dodgers manager Leo Durocher was abruptly suspended for the season by Commissioner Chandler "as a result of the accumulation of unpleasant incidents detrimental to baseball. " Branch Rickey installed Burt Shotton as Durocher's replacement. Although Shotton was an experienced minor-league and major-league skipper, he was, in Red Barber's words, "handed by Rickey and the fates the most upset, torn-apart ball club in history. The coming of Jackie Robinson brought a seething turbulence that was waiting to explode. "
Following the timeline game summaries in The Team, we see how Shotton melded his disparate cast of players into a championship club. The heart of the season was July 21-31, when the Dodgers fashioned a thirteen-game winning streak, including doubleheader victories against the Reds and Pirates and a three-game sweep of St. Louis, increasing their lead over the Cardinals from two and one-half to ten games. The key contributors included Dixie Walker, Bruce Edwards, Pee Wee Reese, Jackie Robinson, Carl Furillo, Pete Reiser, Eddie Stanky, and Gene Hermanski among the hitters and Joe Hatten, Ralph Branca, Vic Lombardi, and Hugh Casey among the pitchers. Although there would be ups and downs for the remainder of the season, the Dodgers coalesced under Shotton's direction: rookies and veterans, southerners and Robinson, journeyman pitchers and Hugh Casey, the nonpareil reliever, all became one team. As Barber put it, "I have known two actual magiciansBlackstone and Shotton. Blackstone was on the stage. 
Steven P. Gietschier
This package of essays and related materials was compiled and edited by a father-son team, neither of whom ever had the good fortune to see a ball game played at Ebbets Field. John Zinn, the father, is chairman of the board of the New Jersey Historical Society. His son, Paul, is a former sportswriter now
